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I. YHE BLOOMFIELD PLAN 





To-day what there is of urban Bloomfield is a 
residence communi ty, a residence community suburban 
to Hartford. Bloomfield has no factories end few 
stores, and the toywmts relationship to Hartford prom- 
ises that there will in the future be few of either. 
The corner grocery, drug store and meat market, the 
kind of business that will be attracted to Bloomfield, 
afford little employment. Therefore, the people who 
come to live in the town must find their livlihood 
in Hartford, As a consequence, Bloomfield vromises 
always to remain @ residence suburb. The sooner Bloom 
field recognizes and accepts this fact, the better it 
will be for the future of the community. Bloomfield's 


destiny is inseparably tied up with that of Hartford, 
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The residence areas of Hartford are about completely 
built uo. Considering the size of the city, there are 
comparatively few vacant lots available for imorovement 
with one-or two-family houses, that can be obtained at 
reasonable prices. An inoreasing amount of the resi- 
dence building in Hartford is as a consequence of either 
the three-family or large multi-family, anartuent house 
type. Rising land values, growing congestion of both 
treffic and population, as well as kaleidoscopic changes 
that are all the time taking place in the character of 
its residence districts are all operating to push the 
small dwelling into the suburbs outside of the city. 

Herein lies Bloomfield's chief hope for growth. 
If the town capitalizes its location as to residence 
in en ever-widening urban community, through the sub- 
stitution of intelligent direction and plan for hit-or- 
miss, haphazard growth, the development of the town will 
rise above the mediocre, its character will become pro- 
gressively more distinctive end distinguishable from 
that of neighboring suburbs, and the growth of the muni- 
cipality will cuicken and accelerate at an inereasing 


rate, 


Because of Bloomfield'!s relationship to Hartford, 
such urban value as the land may possess will be en- 
tirely contingent upon the means of communication be- 
tveen the two communities, Land that is inaccessible 
to Hertford will be scarcely capable of development 
in an urban manner at all, because there are neither 
factories nor stores in Bloomfield to afford en effect- 
ive demand for the development of the land for home vur- 
poses, Were it not for its proximity to Hartford, Bloom- 
field would possibly ‘always be solely an agricultural com 
munity. Only as the dity of Hartford grows and an in- 
creasing demand for new home ereas is created will the 
suburbs adjacent to and neighboring the city Gevelonv,. 

The suburb that does not control its plan, but permits 
its farms to be subdivided in such « hit-or-miss manner 


that each development constitutes a barrier to other 








developments is, in effect, building walls of isolation 

about itself to retard its own growth. , | 
Bloomfield's proximity to the downtown business 

Qistrict and industrial area of Hartford is of paramount 


importance to its further development. Other things | 


being equal, it is natural to expect the home areas pro- 


vided with superior means of communication to and from 


.the work places in Hartford to enjoy the most rapid and 


most substantial development. It is not merely the 
shortest distance to the business center of Hartford, as 
the crow flies, that counts, it is the time distance 
peegeen the area as covered by the trolley, the bus, and 
the automobile that is the all-important consideration. 
An area may be comparatively near the City of Hartford, 
and yet, because of dead-end streets, offset streets, 
narrow streets, steep erades, and an unscientific layout, 
it may be twice as fer away in time as another srea which, 
although farther away physically, is nevertheless, because 
of superior street facilities, more accessible to and 
from the city. . 

In the preparation of the major thoroughfare plan 
of Bloomfield, primary consideration has been given to 


the following subjects: 
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1. The most direct ond easy connection between 
the thoroughfare plan of Bloomfield and 
that of Hartford, 


é. The development of ready means of cross 
inter-conmmunication between Bloomfield 
West Hartford and Windsor. 


3. The development of a major thoroughfare plan 
to conform as nearly es possible to the 
tovography, in order to secure the most 
satisfactory street grades, 


4, The utilization of existing roads, so far 
as precticable, in the development of 
the major thoroughfare plan. 


5. The cevelopment of major thoroughfares of 
a proper width to serve the present and 
future traffic requirements of the con- 
munity. 





THORCUGHFARE CONNECTIONS WITH 
HARTFORD AWD 0ST HARTFORD 





Necessarily the greatest emphasie should be placed 

upon the development of the best possible ‘seans of inter— 
communication between Bloomfield and Hartford, The 

growth of Bloomfield will always deoend to an exceptional 
degree upon ites relationship to Hartford, The more in- 
timately it can develop its plan with thet of Hartfore, 

the more growth Bloomfield will enjoy, as the growing 
suburban population of Hartford will undoubtedly seek 

out residence Localities which, other things being equal , \, 
will be as near in the matter of time distance as possible 


to the business district of Hartford, 














Bloomfield can therefore il] afford to neglect the 
waxinum utilization of all its possible thoroughfare con- 
nections with Hartford, Yet much of the land elready 
laid out in Bloomfield has been platted with absolutely 
no respect to this important consideration, 

The major thoroughfare plen for Bloomfield contemplates 
15 primary thorovghferes that will connect directly with the 
street plan of Hartford. Some of these thoroughfares in 
connecting with the street plan of Hartford pass through 
West Hartford, The same thoroughfares therefore link 
Bloomfield with both communities, The principel thorovgh- 
fares joining Bloomfield with these two neighbors are:- 
lL. Vine Street, 86 feet wide, extended in a north- 
erly direction elong the easterly town line 
to the north end of Bloomfield, 


8. Blue Hills Avenue, widened to a width of 100 
feet. ; 


3. Pelm Street, 86 feet wide, extended in » northerly 
direction varallel to Blue Hills Avenue, 
making use of various. street connections, ex~” 
tended, to Dudley Town Road. 


4, Canaan Street, 86 feet wide, extended in a north- , 
erly direction from its present terminus 
in Hartford to School Street. 


5. Granby Street, 86 feet wide, extended from its 2} 
, present terminus in Hartford in a northwesterly 
direction parallel to the railroad, to link 
up with Woodland Street, 


6. Railroad Avenve, 86 feet wide, projected from 
the present -intersection of Park Avenue 
With Prospect Street in a southeasterly 
direction on the west side of and varallell 
to the railroad to link up with the proposed 
thoroughfare on the westerly side of the 
veilroad in Hartford, 
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13, 


Hertford Avenue, widened to a width of 


LOO feet. 


Prospect Street, widened to a width of 86 


feet and extended in both directions,- 
(L) in a southerly direction to join 
Simsbury Road and (3) in a northeasterly 
direction to join Filley Street, which 
in turn, is widened to a width of 86 
feet and connected with Old Granby 
Turnpike. 


West Hartford Road, widened to a width of 


100 feet and extended from its present 
northerly terminus at Cottage Grove 
Road in a northeasterly direction midway 
between Maple Avenue and Hartford 
Avenue, and finally crossing the rail- 
road tracks near Mills Lane to merge 
with Woodland Avenue. 


Simsbury Roed, widened to a width of 100 


feet. 


West Street, widened to a width of 100 feet 


and extended from its present junction 
with Simsbury Road to the corner of 
Maple Avenue and dottage Grove Road in 
a manner which will meke it an outlet 
for both of these important thorough- 
fares, 


Cottage Grove Road Extension, 86 feet wide. 


Cottage Grove is essentially an east 
and west cross-town thoroughfare, yet 
it is capable of being extended in a 
westerly and southwesterly direction 
so as to link up with the street plan 
of West Hartford and then afford still 
another means of access to Hartford 
via the thoroughfares of West Hartford. 


Duncaster Road, 100 feet wide. Duncaster 


Road extends from the northerly town 
line to Simsbury Road where it merges 
with this important thoroughfare. At 
the point where it joins Simsbury Road, 
this street should be extended in a 
southwesterly direction to join the 
thoroughfare plan of West Hartford, 











THOROUGHFARE CONNECTIONS 
‘WITH WINDSOR, 


As the suburban areas of Hartford grow, additional 
crosstown connections will be needed more and more between 
the various suburbs. Naturally, neither Windsor nor Bloom 
field should ignore their means of intercommunication, Both 
towns should do all in their power to develop satisfactory 
crosstown atreets. At present there is not a single satis- 


factory thoroughfere joining these two comaunities. Long 
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Getours and offsets are necessary no matter which way one 
may gO. Moreover, such streets as exist are all too nar- 
row, The plan developed for Bloomfield proposes five 
connecting thoroughfares with the street plan of Windsor. 
These are as follows: 


1. Cottage Grove Road, 86 feet wide, extending 
in en easterly direction and utiliging 
various existing bits of streets, the 

most important of which is Mount St. 

Benedict Avenue. At its westerly ter- 
minus near Maple Avenue it is extended 
in a southwesterly direction to make 

two very satisfactory connections with 
‘the thoroughfare plan of West Hartford, 
one of these being through West Street. 


8. Burr Road, widened to 86 feet, and extended 
at both ends in a manner to make, with 
various existing pieces of street, a con~ 
tinuous crosstown thoroughfare from the 
West Hartford town line to the Windsor 
town line, From the intersection of Park 
Avenue with Prospect Street to Blue Hills 
Avenue, Park Avenue would constitute a 
part of this crosstown thoroughfare, At 
Blue Hills Avenue, however, wheré Park 
Avenue now terminates, it would be pro- 
jected in an easterly direction into the 
Town of Windsor, 
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3. Windsor Road, widened to a width of 86 
feet, straightened and extended so as 
to constitute a crosstown thoroughfare 
from the Windsor town Line, via Winton- 
bury Avenue to Tunxis Avenue. 

4. Dudley Town Road, widened to a width of 86 

‘feet, and extended in a westerly di-~ 

réction across the railroad and linked 

up with an existing street which crosses 

Tynxis Avenue and enters Duncaster Hoad. 
5. Newberry Road, widened to a width of 86 feet, 

and extended in a westerly direction into 

the Windsor and Simsbury Roac. 

The thoroughfare connections proposed between Bloon- 
field on the one hand and Hartford, West Hartford and 
Windsor on the other hand, embrace nearly all of the im- 
portant links in the major thoroughfare plan. Such 
thoroughfares as are orovosed and which have not already 
‘been mentioned as links in these several connections are 


in fact merely links to make these verious routes more 


flexible end elastic in serving the demands. 






GION RIVER AND 


Were a regional plan to be prepared for the metro- 
politen area of Hartford such a plan wight very well include 
& great circuit boulevard system north along the Connecticut 
River to the mouth of the Farmington River anc thence up 
both sides of the Farmington River to a point near 


Tariffville. At this point the parkway mig 














well branch in two different directions, the outward branch 
turning in a southerly aeration on the west side of the 
mountains through Simsbury, the other branch turning south 
on the east side of the mountain in Bloomfield and proceed—- 
ing through Bloomfield and West Hartford and finally link- 
ing up with the parkway system proposed for Wethersfield. 
In stretches, this perkway might be located in the valley 
below the mountain along the beautiful stream which empties 
into the Farmington River. In other places it might be 
located halfway up the mountein or even on the summit of 
the mountain, 

The precise location of such a parkway need not, 
however, be gone into at this time. Such a project would 
be entirely too ambitious for the Town of Bloomfield to 
realize itself. Moreover, the greatest usefulness of the 
parkway would be contingent upon its being made into a 
really metropolitan parkway. To perform this service its 
whole route should be laid out at one time. Although it 
is felt that such a parkway development would be one of 
the most wonderful assets of which the Hartford region 
could possibly boast, its consideration must be deferred 
until the machinery for its realization can be more amply 
perfected, The realization of such a narkway, however, 


should be an ideal which the veople of Bloomfield should 


co 











persistently urge upon her. neighboring comaunities, 


STREUT WIDTHS 

The ¢reat bane of the present-day subdivisions is 
the gonivine uni fonni ty of the street widths. Very few 
streets are laid out more than 50 feet wide. Except in 
very rere instances, this width is entirely too narrow even 
for minor streets, 

Three importent factors should be considered in de- 
termining the width of every thoroughfare: (1) width of 
the roadway; (2) width of strips for tree planting; 
and (3) width of sidewalks. A vroperly planned atreet 

‘ wives due consideration to each of these réquirements, 
Yo skimp in the proper demands of any one of these re- 
quisites militates egainst the best enpearance and use of 
a street, 

It is almost axiomatic to-day, although subdividers 
seem to be entirely oblivious of the fact, that roadways 
should be planned in wultivles of vehicular units, In 
other words, the space allotted to a roadway should se suf- 
ficiently wide to accommodate an even number of vehicles mov- 
ing abreast or in opposite directions,- four, six or eight 
lines according to the traffic to be cered for. To plan a 
roadway for an odd number of vehicular lines usually results in 


a confusion over the control of traffic, as the traffic 
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moving in opposite directions invariably attempts to anpro- 
priate the odd vehicle Line. It is therefore important, 
both to economize land and pavement as well as to secure the 
best control over traffic, to plan thoroughfares with an even 
nunaber of vehicle lines. 

SubéGividers too often forget that the appearance 
of a development lies largely in the apvearance of its 
streets, This consideration seldom enters into their cal- 
culations as they confidently expect to dispose of their 
holdings long before any aporeciable tree growth can be 
secured. This fect, however, does not make it less desir- 
able that the strips set aside on either side of 3 thorough- 
fare for trees and shrubs should be sufficiently wide to 
permit a wholesome and healthy growth. To set aside merely 
two or three feet between the curb and the sidewalk as a 
tree strip is not enough, Such a strip may afford adequate 
room for electric light poles but not enough room for grow 
ing trees; trees planted within such a strip will, long 
before maturity, be cramped for proper room. Their root 
growth mist moreover take place wholly underneath the vaved 
portions of the street. Where there is an asphalt or con- 
crete pavement, the surface above the roots is,of course, 
impervious to both air and moisture, so that the trees 


sterve for want of nourishment. \herever possible, a 





minimun of at least eight or nine feet should be allotted 
to plenting strips, so thet trees may be given a fair 
chance to live and grow, 

There is also the consideration to be taken into 
account in planting street trees that the roadway may 
ultimately need to be widened to care for the increasing 
volume of traffic. Most streets may be properly served 
for years with e four-line roadway. Ultimately, however, 
some streets will demand a six-line roadway. Unless the 
street trees have been planted to anticipate this con- 
dition, they will have to be herm down to give way to the 
wider roadway. In other words, just about the time the 
trees have sone eat their maturity and have given the 
thoroughfare its expected character, they must give way 
to edditional asphalt and concrete, with the result that 
whet should be a thoroughfare flanked with arching trees 
becomes a dreary expense of pavement. Where the trees, 
however, are planted with an eye to this ultimate rosd- 
way width, should it become necessary, the appearance 
of the street is not et all imoaired by the required 
setting back of the curbs. In the cross-sections of 
streets suggested. for Bloomfield, proper provision has 


been made for this consideration, 
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A 66-foot street. it is sugeested, should be exacted 
as a minimum street width in all future land subdivisions. 
Such a width will afford not only the requisite roadway 
width to serve a locality satisfactorily, but it will make 
ample provision for the desired sidewalks and planting 
strips, Such s street will admit of a 34-foot roadway, 

a roadway sufficiently wide to care for four moving lines 
of light traffic, or two moving lines and two perked lines 
of traffic. It will also provide for two tree strips, each 
ninefeet wide, a space which although none too wide will 
yet afford sufficient space to maintain @ desirable tree 
growth, The trees on the two opposite sides of a 68-foot 
street should be planted 48 feet avnart. 

A minor street, with a width of 66 feet developed 
in this manner would, in contrast to a 50-foot street, no 
matter how it might be developed, afford a very superior 
apnearance,. In the one case there would be roominess . 
of space; in the other, cramped penury. In the one case, 
four lines of traftic could move freely with ample clear- 
ances; in the other, there would scarcely be room for 
more than three lines of vehicles; should four lines 
of vehicles attempt to utilize the roadway, it would 
be with considerable danger of collision, and always 


with a retarded movement on account of the narrow roadway. 











The 66-foot street would afford generous planting strips 
for trees, so generous that the trees would thrive and grow 
to maturity. In the case of a 50-foot street, the planting 
strip would be so stingy thet the trees would starve and 
die; no trees could be permanently maintained upon it. 

The major thoroughfares should, of course, be given 
a width which will admit of their use by at least six lines 
of traffic. Sone of the major thoroughfares have upon 
the plan been accorded a width of 100 feet; others a width 
of 86 feet. On the 86-foot streets the two rows of trees 
should be planted 66 feet apart; on the 100-foot streets, 

78 feet apart. Although neither of these streets may re- 
quire more than e40-foot roadway for many years, the ee 
tance between the trees on the two sides of the street would 
admit of eny reasonable roadway widening in the future, with- 
out injury to the trees. The 86-foot street would ultin- 
ately accommodate a 56-foot roadway. 

The 100-foot streets would, upon the development of 
the community,normally require a 56-foot roadway, For years, 
of course, a 40-foot roadway would serve all reasonable re- 
guirements of traffic, but as the population increased, wider 
roadways would be demanded, Normally, a 56-foot roadway 
would care for any reasonable traffic demand, Ina few in- 


etances, however, the comaunity might be called upon to 
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‘provide space for an eight-line traffic street. One hun- 


dreé-foot streets would be planted in such a manner that such 
an eight-line trafiic roadway could be accommodated within 


the street without destroying the trees, 


Without entering into a detailed discussion of the needs 
of each particular street, it is enough to state that, with 
rare exceptions, it is possible to extend and widen the 
several thoroughfares as indicated upon the comprehensive 
plan without building damage. In some instances, it is 
true, the width between buildings may for 6 short stretch 
be such that the street can be widened to the recomuended 
width only by setting the buildings back, This, however, 
is not contemplated; all future buildings, however, should 
be obliged to conform to the proposed street widths. Uxist- 
ing buildings may be allowed in most instances to stay 
right where they are, on the understanding, however, that 
when they are rebuilt they Will conform to the new street 
lines, This procedure is no different from that practised 
by different comaunities in Connecticut with reference to 
the establishment of building lines where an occasional 
building projects beyond the pronosed line. In such cases 


it is the comuon practice to permit the buildings projecting 





peyond the line to remain as they are until they are re- 
puilt, at which time they are reconstructed s0 as to 
conform to the building line requirement. 

The carrying out of these street improvements will 
provide Bloomfield with e systematic thoroughfare plan. 
They will co-ordinate the whole town into one organic com- 
munity. They will bring the isolated and unrelated sub- 
divisions scattered in all parts of the town for the first 
time really into communication with each other. If 
Bloomfield is to devélop into an orderly and attractive 
comunity she must pay the utmost heed to her thorough- 


fare requirements - and this before it is too late, 
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Fortunately for Bloomfield a very small proportion 
of its area has as yet been subdivided into lots, so 
fer as most of its area is concerned, therefore, the tom 
enjoys the opportunity to obtain a very superior sub- 
aivision plan. 

Very little good can be said of the subdivisions al- 
ready laid out in Bloowfield, In fact, such land as has 
been plotted has as a rule been laid out with no other 
object than to obtain the maximum number of lots for the 
developer, Wo differentiation has been made between 
major and minor streets, All of the streets have been 
laid out in exactly the same manner; prectically none 
are more then 50 feet in width, Dead-end streets and 
offset streets characterize many of the developments. No 
consideration has been paid to desirable means of inter-— 


communication between Bloomfield end Hartford or between 





Bloomfield and West Hartford. Each little subdivision has 
peer planned as if it were the only area that needed to 

pe considered, all other considerations being secondaty 

+o the interest of the subdivider himself. 

fhe zoning regulations in Bloomfield demand a 40-foot 
front yard in the "A" residence zones end a 85-foot front 
yard in the "B" residence zones, In either case, the en- 
tixe building must be put back of the required front yard. 
No encroachuents, in other words, are permitted to project 
into the required front yard. It would be well if the 
Town Plan Gomaission, in approving of future lend subdi- 
visions, would demand that the plate show front yards 
restrictions tefore giving its aporoval to them, Were 
this done, the zoning regulations would be weterially re- 
inforced by being recognized at the time the land was sub- 
divided, 

Moreover, all future vurchasers of lots would have 
the required front yards celled to their attention, so that 
they would have little excuse for objecting to their pro- 
vision when they improved their lots. 

For one-femily dwellings the zoning regulations re- 
quire in the "A" residence zones, a minimun lot width of 
50 feet and a minimum lot area of 5,000 square feet, This 


is the minimum requirement. Considering the fact that a 


40-foot front yerd is contemplated in the "A" residence 
zones, the Town Plan Commission should demand e minimum 
lot depth of at least 125 feet and a minimum lot area of 
6,350 square feet of all subdivisions in the "A" residence 
zones. | 
The 100-foot lot, into which so many tracte are sub- 
divided to-dey, does not result in either the most con- 
venient or the most attractive residential development. 
With a garage provided in the rear, such a lot depth is 
entirely too shallow; it does not permit of sufficient 
freedom or latitude in development. If the building is 
set back the required distance demanded by the front 
yard, then there is little room for the garage in the 
rear, The proper placing of thengarage end house,on 
‘the other hand, would oblige buildings to encroach upon 
the front yard. Everything is more or less cramped, 
To obviate this situation there is but one satisfactory 
solution and that is to accord the lot a gvreater depth. 
A taindrurn lot depth of 185 feet can normally be made to 
serve very well, although in many cases, a lot depth of 
150 feet would be considerably better. 
For several years past Bloomfield has hed a Town 
Plen Commission, This comaission has taken the initiative 
in having surveys made of various 016 country roads. 


Street lines, building lines and veranda lines have all 
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been laid down on many of the most important thoroughfares 
of the town. Although this work has been of great value to 
the community, it is unfortunate that the Town Plan Com- 
mission hes not differentiated more sharply hetween major 
ene minor streets, Judging by their practice, the only 
distinction that the Commission hes made between the two 
classes of streets is this: A minor street is one only 

50 feet in width, a major thoroughfare a street with a width 
of 60 or 66 feet. At any rate the Town Plan Gommission has 
not exacted a greater Width than 66 feet for any thoroughfare, 
This width, although satisfactory for a minor street, is 
altogether too narrow for a main arterial thoroughfere, It 
is to be hoped that the Town Plan Commission will reconsider 
these minimum standards at a very early date. 

Another matter that should be mentioned at this point 
is the past attitude of the Town Plan Commission toward the 
matter of building lines. In establishing stteet lines 
on the principal highways of the cownunity, the Comaission 
has almost invariably also laid down building lines and 
veranda lines. The veranda lines are usually 10 or 15 
feet, although some are 25-foot lines. The building lines 
thet have been immosed are in addition to the veranda lines. 
The veranda lines control the farthest projection of thé 


porches and verandas; the building lines control the ferthest 
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projection of the building well out toward the street. Un- 
like the building lines in most communities, the building 
lines of Bloomfield embrace not the total distance between 
the propertylline and the building line, but only the 
distance from the veranda line to the building line. In 
other words, to obtain the total depth of the building 
line we must add the depth of the two lines. The building 
lines as laid down in Bloomfield have vsually been located 
10 feet farther back upon the lot than the veranda line. 
The results obtained through the veranda and building 
lines have been most beneficial to the community. It is 
to be hoped, however, that the Town Plan Comission will, 
at an early date review its entire procedure in regard to 
building lines and veranda lines, so that these requirenents 
may be brought into harmony with those of the goning rezu- 
lations. This is a matter of the utmost importance. In- 
stead of considering each thoroughfare as an isolated 
street, as has been its custom in the past, the Town Plan 
Commission should adopt the front yard requirements of the 
zoning regulations as their requirements and treat 411 
streets accordingly. In other words, the front yard require- 
ment in the "A" residence zone should be made 40 feet, and 


in the "B" residence zone not less than 85 feet. 





The Tovm Plan Comission in Bloomfield is in en ex- 


ceptionally fortunate position, in that it need concern 


es 
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itself hardly at all with the replanning of the community. 
The undeveloped state of the town permits the Commission 

to devote nearly all of its energies to constructive plan- 
ning. Under these circumstances, it is obvious of how much 
impor tance it is to the comaunity that the Town Plan Gom- 
mission should possess an sceurate appreciation of its 
functions. 

The most important function of the Town Plan CGoumission 
is by all odds ites authority over the major thoroughfare and 
land subdivisions, Although the Comwnission hes demanded 
that subdividers prepsre certain maps, these maps do not 
afford all of the information required for an intelligent 
approach to the Commission's problems, These maps are 
good so far as they go, but they do not go far enough in 
the data they present. None of the maps, for instance, 
provide any data in regard to contours, This is a lack 
that should be supplied. There ere also other omissions. 
The land subdivision rules which have been put at the 


disposal of the Commission go into all of these details. 





IV PARKS 

The difficulty in selecting park areas in Bloom 
field lies in the vast wealth of land evailable for this 
purpose. There are literally thousands upon thousands 
of acres Which would sfford attractive areas for park 
developuent. The problem of formulating 2 satisfactory 
park program is not so much one of selecting ereas which 
in themselves are attractive for that purpose, but rather 
one of selecting such arezs as Will be the most service- 
able to the population that the towa may accommodate during 
the next 85 years. 

The epplication of this principle would limit the 


size of the various varks as well as the a gate park 





area Within very strict limits; it would plece the en- 
phasis upon small neighborhood parks rather than voon 


large rurel reservations. 





In time Bloomfield will doubtless have some very 


large parks, especially along the slope of the mountain, 
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put these parks will in their very nature be regional 
parks to serve the requirements of the metropolitan area, 
not the local requirements of Bloomfield itself, Until 
the metropoliten region realizes the need of these parks, 
their acquisition will naturally be held in abeyance. Bloom 
field is certainly not in a position to do much,at present to- 
ward their attainnent. 

fhe efforts of Bloomfield itself must be directed to- 
ward the acquisition of small neighborhood parks, parks 
that will be as near to the homes of the people as possible. 
Packs of an area from 5 to 30 acres will in most cases serve 
these demands in the most setisfactory manner. On the plan, 
therefore, 10 or 18 different areas have been selected for 
this purpose, In most cases these varks are irregular 
pieces of ground lying between conversing streets. They 
are so located that their acquisition will give the town 


a distinctive character on account of its parklike a 





ance. There is hardly a major thoroughfare oroposed that 
does not vess one or more of these proposed parks, The 
areas selected include the following: 


1. The area at the southwest corner of Hartford 
Avenue and Gottage Grove Road. 


8. The triangle at the northeast corner of Blue 
Hills Avenue end Park Avenue. 





3. ‘The triangle at the southeast corner of 
Windsor Road and School Street. 


4, ‘he erea bounded by Dudley Town Road, Blue 
Hills Avenue and 01d Granby Turnoike, 


5. The area at the northeast corner of Filley 
Street and Windsor Road. 


6. The triangle at the southwest corner of 
Dx ley Town Road and Filley Street. 


7. ‘Whe triangular erea on Hills Lane extension 
east of Woodland Avenue. : 


8. The area on the west side of Woodland Avenue 
south of the oroposed extension of Dudley 
Town Road. 


xe] 


The area on the west side of Tunxis Avenue, 
about 1,000 feet north of Wintonbury. 
Avenue. 

10, The area on the northeast corner of Simsbury 
Road and Burr Road. 

Generous property owners are afforded by the comore-— 
hensive plan an opportunity to aid the town in its reali- 
zation, through gifts of parcels incorporated in the park 
scheme. Various varks in Hartford have been donated to 
the city, among them Colt Park, Elizabeth Park, Pove . 
Pork, as well as Keney Park, All of these large areas 
have been given by public-spvirited individuals to the 
comaunity. To-day, they constitute pot only worthy 
memorials to these public-spirited citizens, in that 


their names are handed down to posterity, but the 


funds that might otherwise have gone into the buildings 
of a mausoleum afford children an opportunity to enjoy ne- 


cessary outdoor recreation. 
Property owners who might be induced to dedicate 
a portion of their lends for parks would enhance the 


value of their remaining land, In many -instences the 


enhanced value of the remaining land would more than off- 


set the value of the land dedicated to public purposes, 


To realize this park prozram ig probably more than the 


treasury of the town will admit of for a good many yeers 
to come. To make its realization certain, the town re- 


quires the co-operation of the property owners themselves. 


ao 
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The most interesting and distinctive feature char- 
acterizing the development of Bloowfield to-day is the 
Green. Indeed, it would hardly be saying too much to 
‘state that the Green is the only distinctive and inter- 
esting feature in Bloomfield, a 


The State Highway Comission has proposed in paving 





Route No.10 , which through Bloomfield consists of Hart- 
ford Avenue and Tunxis Avenue, to lay down the pavement 
through the very center of the Green, This would com 
pletely obliterate the present little green in the heart 
of the town. 

The tom Green instead of being either reduced in || 
sige or obliterated should be carefully nurtured and de- 
veloped into the civic center of the whole comunity. 


There is sufficient space between the buildings on the 





two opposite sides of the Green, to provide all the space 
that might be dewanded for this purpose, as well as to 
develop a smell park or green that will be as interesting | 
and attractive as almost any New England Common, To do 
so, however, will require the co-operation both of indi- | 
viduel property owners; the town selectmen and the Stete 
Highway Commission, The Green, instead of being made 
smaller should actually be made larger, In fact, two 
greens should be developed, each of the two greens to be 
almost as,large as the present green. 
The plan proposes that the main state highway be lo- 
cated on the west side of the Green. The Town Hall and 
the Masonic Hell are so far back from the property line 
that no harm would be done to these buildings if the side- 
walk instead of being located where it is at present were 
brought practically up to the steps of these two buildings. 
The roadway of Tunxis Avenue would elso be brought 
proportionately nearer to these two buildings. To find 
its proper outlet into Hertford Avenue it would be necess= 
ary for Tunxis Avenue to cut across the southeast corner 
of Mountain Avenue and Hartford Avenue. Fortunately, this 
corner lot is now owned by the town, Projecting Tunxis 
Avenue into Hertford Avenue would permit the esteblishment 


of a new Green south of the present one and almost equal 


ay 


to it in erea. For the immediate present a 40-foot road 
way on the westerly side and a 34-foot roadway on the easterly 
side of these two greens should be ample. . 

Both sides of the green would be available for commercial 
development through the provision of these two roadways. 
The roadways would also be brought nearer to the business 
buildings themselves. 

The establishment of a formal green would oblige traffic 

to move in more definite channels then is the situation 
at present, Wintonbury Avenue now mekes a rather awkward 
entrance into the green. . Traffic is.practically 
oblized to meke an "S$" turn out of Wintonbury Avenue in order 
to proceed into Mountain Avenue. This situation should be 
remedied, 

Pushing back the curb on the northerly side opposite 
the First Congrege tional Church will open the mouth of Winton- 
bury Avenue, so that treffic will have easier ingress into 
and egress from the Green. This will also permit a readier 
entrance of traffic from Tunxis Avenue into Wintonbury 
Avenue, The width proposed for the several streets enter- 


ing the Green is as follows: 


Hartford Avenue 100 feet 
Tunxis Avenue 100 wW 
Mountain Avenue sé ot 
Park Avenue sé tl 


WVintonbury Avenue 86 ou 











All of these thoroughfares would in the initial 
stage of their development be provided with 40-foot road— 
ways. The width of street provided would ultimately 
admit of o 56-foot roadway being laid down, It probably 
would be guite a number of years before this ultimate 
roadway width would be demanded. . 

To realize its highest development the Green and 
the abutting. frontage should be developed as a unit. The 
First Gongregational Church is so situated thet it closes 
the vista looking to the north, In time it is altogether 
possible to develop the soutawest corner of Nountain 
Avenue and Hartford Avenue to close the vista of Tunxis 
Avenue. The Towm Hall is on the axis of ‘tntonbury 
Avenue; the northeast corner of Park Avenue closes the 
vista of Mountain Avenue. The convergence of the several 
streets forming the Green therefore affords en excentional 
opportunity for the erection of attractive buildings, 

The alley north of the church should be widened 
and given a minimum roadway width of 34 feet, 80 that 
traffic between Tunxis Avenue and. Wintonbury Avenue 
might utilize this connection instead of going around 
the hush. The entire area south of this alley should 
be planned and developed as tributary to the church. To 
encumber the chureh plock with store buildings would de- 


tract seriously from the character that should be impressed 


upon the green. In time it is hoped that the buildings 
intervening between the church and the cemetery may be 
acquired and added to the cemetery grounds. At present the 
buildings north of the church are a distinct blight to the 
picturesque surroundings of the old burial ground. 

To reduce the width of the roadway space between the 
grounds of the First Congregational Church and the northerly 
green, it would be well to set aside a small park space 
to control traffic within its proper vehicular lines. This 
place, though very small, would afford a satisfactory site 
for a town flag-pole or other memorial. 

This treatment of the Green would make reasonable 
provision for the traffic requirements of the community. Al- 
though traffic would be obliged to wake a slight detour 
around the Green, the radius of this turn would be so 
eradual and liberal that it would in no wise inconvenience 
traffic. The connections afforded with Wintonboury Avenue 
would, moreover, be a distinct improvement over the present 
circuitous route. provided as an outlet for this street into 
Tunxis Avenue, 

. While these studies for the Green were in the course 
of development, the plan herein proposed was submitted to 
the State Highway Commissioner for his comment, He stated 


that if this plan representéa the manner in which the people 








of Bloomfield wished to have the Green treated, there would 
be no objection from the state, provided the town took the 
responsibility of securing the necessary property. This 
attitude on the part of the state puts it clearly up to 
the people of Bloomfield how the Green is to be develoned, 
The Bloomfield Green is a small green. 80 far as ex- 
tent is concerned what disposition is made of its area uay 
from a practical point of view make very little difference. 
But the Torm Green in Bloomfield symbolizes something. It 
is the one place in Bloomfield to which public sentiment 
is attached, It was here the first settlement of the com 
munity took place; it was here that the first churches in 
the town were built; it is here, back of the First Congre- 
gational Church that generations of Bloomfield people lie 
buried. It is the one spot in the town to which the people 
have resorted as the center of their community life for 
well nigh 3200 years. Weedless to say, there are many who 
love it. Thet is why the Green should be made into one a 


of the treasures of the town, 
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